
3rd Grade Unit: 1 

Grade Level: 3rd Grade  
Unit Name: Matter 
Pacing: (1 Week) 

Priority Standards:  
 

3.PS1.A.1 Predict and investigate that water 

can change from a liquid to a solid (freeze, and 

back again (melt), or from a liquid to a gas 

(evaporation), and back again (condensation) as 

a result of temperature changes.(DOK 3 

Identify research questions and design 

investigations for a scientific problem) 

 

 

Learning Targets: 

 

➢ I can predict and investigate that water 
can change from liquid to gas by 
evaporation. 
 

 ➢ I can predict and investigate that water 
can change from gas to liquid by 
condensation.  
 

➢ I can predict and investigate that water 
can change from a liquid to a solid by 
freezing it. 
  

➢ I can predict and investigate that water 
can change from a solid to liquid by 
heating it. 
 

 ➢ I can put data on a graph to reveal 
observations. 
 

➢ I can plan tests with controlled 

variables.  

 

➢ I can carry out the test on the prototype. 

 

➢  I can identify failure points.  

 

➢  I can plan and carry out a fair test. 

 

Supporting Standards:  

 

3.PS1.B.1 Construct an argument with 

evidence that some changes caused by heating 

or cooling can be reversed and some cannot. 

 

3.ETS1.A.1  Define a simple design problem 

reflecting a need or a want that includes 

specified criteria for success and constraints on 

materials, time, or cost. 

 

3.ETS1.C.1 Plan and carry out fair tests in 

which variables are controlled and failure 

points are considered to identify aspects of a 

model or prototype that can be improved.  

 

Big Ideas: Essential Unit Questions: Vocabulary: 



 

Everything in our lives is made up of matter. 

 

Each state of matter depends on its temperature 

and the pressure placed on it. 

 
 

 
What happens when you change the 

temperature of  water? 

 

 
Matter 

Solid 

Liquid 

Gas 

Evaporation 

Condensation 

Freezing  

Melting 
Temperature 

pressure 

 


